
1 
 

SPEECH BY THE GUEST OF HONOR 

 

 

MR. NEISO MODISE 

 

CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOTSWANA FEDERATION OF 
THE DISABLED (BOFOD) AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

MEMBER OF SAFOD 

 

 

AT THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE AT-INFO-MAP 

PROJECT  

 

 

19TH APRIL 2016, MASA HOTEL,  

 

GABORONE, BOTSWANA 

 
 

 
SALUTATIONS 

 

 
1. Mr. Mussa Chiwaula, Director General of SAFOD 

 

2. Representatives of SAFOD’s project partners from the 

University of Washington and AfriNEAD present here today 

 

3. Mr. Phinda Khame, Research Monitoring and Evaluation 

Officer, Office of the President – Disability Office 

 

4. Representatives from Government Ministries or Departments 

 

5. All Invited Guests  

 

6. Ladies and Gentlemen 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a great honor and privilege for me to be 

here today as the Guest of Honor at the Official Launching Ceremony of 
the Assistive Technology Information Mapping project (AT-Info-Map). I 

am indeed honored to be invited by the Southern Africa Federation of 

the Disabled (SAFOD) and its affiliate organization, the Botswana 
Federation of the Disabled (BOFOD). 

 

I am told that the AT-Info-Map Project is a three-year project (2016-
2019) that has been funded by Google Inc. being jointly coordinated by 

SAFOD and its partners, the University of Washington, the African 

Network for Evidence-to-Action on Disability (AfriNEAD), and Dimagi. I 

hear that the goal of the project is to map the availability of different 

types of Assistive Technology (AT) in 10 countries in Southern Africa. 

This is no mean task. 
 

I am further informed that because it not a mean task, the project will 

first be piloted in Botswana at least for the first year where key activities 
will involve designing and testing the technology system with a small 

group of participants to ensure it is useful and understandable by both 

persons with disabilities and organizations involved in supplying AT. 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the project could have been piloted in any other 

country in the Southern Africa region, particularly where SAFOD works 
– such as Angola, Zambia, Mozambique, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, 

Swaziland, South Africa, and Namibia. But the fact that such an 

important project is being piloted in Botswana is a privilege that we must 
all celebrate.  

 

In other words, the success of the project very much depends on how 
Botswana is going to fare. If nothing is derived from the project, then 

definitely it will not make sense to scale it up to other countries. So I 
see this as an opportunity for our country to show that we really care 

about issues affecting persons with disabilities in particular, and 

inclusive development in general. And we can only show that care based 
on the level of support that all participants gathered here today, and 

those that have not made it here, are going to render to the project. 

 
Indeed, Assistive Technology is very important as far as our 

development as a nation is concerned. It may be defined as any item, 

piece of equipment or product system, whether acquired commercially 
off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, 
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or improve the functional capabilities of children with disabilities. AT 

provides creative solutions that enable individuals with disabilities to be 
more independent, productive, and included in society and community 

life. It is therefore very much linked to our development policies and 

programs at national level, and to the UN Strategic Development Goals 
(SDGs) at international level. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am glad to note that this project comes at a 
very opportune time when Botswana is just at the brink of putting in 

place a national Disability Policy, and at a time when the debate for the 

enactment of a disability law as well as the ratification of the United 

Nations Convection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) 

appear to intensify. I am therefore positive that the rolling out of this 

project will, in a way, also affect this discourse and some of the 
challenges as well as positives related to Assistive technology to be 

unraveled by the project can be used to enrich these policies or pieces 

of legislation.  
 

In addition, by the time we come at the point of ratification of the 

UNCRPD itself, we will have been well informed about how best to 
domesticate or implement Article 9 of the Convention which focuses on 

Accessibility. The said Article specifically stipulates that to enable 

persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all 
aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure 

to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the 

physical environment, to transportation, to information and 
communications, including information and communications 

technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or 

provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas. 
 

Hence, as you can see, Assistive Technology really affects not only 
persons with disabilities but also the development in general. The fact 

that Assistive Technology will enable persons with disabilities easily 

access the physical environment and other facilities and services means 
therefore that their contribution to the development of the nation will 

be significantly enhanced. That is why we must start to encourage the 

discourse about how best to integrate Assistive Technology in our 
policies, legislation and nations programs.  

 

But such a discourse will not be meaningful if we lack basic data related 
to the levels of availability, nature of assistive technology that is 
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available, where it is available, who is using them, how is it used, and 

such other important information. 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is therefore in this context that I 

wholeheartedly welcome the project especially the plan to have it piloted 
in Botswana. I have the confidence that the project is going to be a great 

success, and that it is going to put Botswana on the map as probably 

the first country in Southern Africa to embark on such a project through 
SAFOD/BOFOD, University of Washington, Dimagi and AfriNEAD.  

 

We can give ourselves a round applause!  

 

I therefore pledge my support towards the project, and I am sure it is 

in the interest of everyone else here to give everything we can towards 
the success of the project. 

 

I thank you all, and God Bless you.  
 

I declare that the project is now officially launched! 


