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SPEECH BY Mr. MUSSA CHIWAULA 
 
 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICA 
FEDERATION OF THE DISABLED (SAFOD) 

 
 

AT THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE AT-INFO-MAP PROJECT  
 
 

19TH APRIL 2016, MASA HOTEL,  
 

GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
 
 
 
SALUTATIONS 
 

1. The Guest of Honor 

 
2. Mr. Neiso Modise, Chairperson of the Botswana Federation of 

the Disabled (BOFOD) and Executive Council Member of 

SAFOD 
 

3. Mr. Phinda Khame, Research Monitoring and Evaluation 

Officer, Office of the President – Disability Office 

 

4. Representatives of SAFOD’s project partners from the 

University of Washington and AfriNEAD present here today 

 

5. Representatives from Government Ministries or Departments 

 

6. All Invited Guests  

 

7. Ladies and Gentlemen 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the Southern Africa Federation 
of the Disabled (SAFOD), I have the pleasure to welcome you all 
to the official launch of the Assistive Technology Information 
Mapping project (AT-Info-Map).  
 
SAFOD is a leading Southern African disability-focused network 
engaged in coordination of activities of organizations of Persons 
with Disabilities. The organization was formed in 1986 by persons 
with disabilities for persons with disabilities with a strong presence 
in 10 countries. In each of these countries, we coordinate our 

programs and activities through our national affiliate federations. 
 
It is great to see so many enthusiastic men and women here who 
have come to witness the commencement of probably one of the 
most innovative initiatives as far as disability and inclusive 
development in general are concerned in Botswana and the entire 
Southern Africa. Indeed, this project is going to be a game 
changer, as we believe it is going be a significant shift from the 
current manner of how we view and understand Assistive 
Technology.  
 

As you will get to hear later during the presentations, the goal of 
this project is mapping the availability of different types of assistive 
technology (AT) in 10 countries in Southern Africa. In the long run, 
we want to see a significant increase of AT in Botswana and other 
countries. We believe that such increase will not only help to 
improve the general welfare of the persons with disabilities who 
will be using such AT, but also the entire society that stands to 
benefit as a result of enhanced participation of persons with 
disabilities in national development and in the day-to-today life. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, let me mention that it has been a long time 
since SAFOD, together with its key partners – The University of 
Washington, AfriNEAD and Dimagi – started to bang our heads 
together figuring out how we were going to go about implementing 
this project, considering that it is going to be the first time such a 
project is being delivered in this part of Africa. Being an almost 
unknown territory, it has not been easy to put the ideas together, 
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but one thing that has always been clear right from the beginning 
is the fact that many persons with disabilities can hardly access AT, 
and that something needs to be done to address this gap – and it 
must be done now! 
 
We have come to realize that one of the key factors contributing to 
this lack of access to AT is simply lack of information about the 
availability of AT within the target countries.  It is therefore in this 
context that we are now starting this project that is going to 
develop a data system that will be used to capture, organize, and 

map the current availability of AT within the targeted countries. We 
believe that this will create the baseline against which increased 
access can be measured. It will also bring to light the gap between 
availability and need. And understanding this gap has the potential 
to encourage key actors to increase access to AT. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, as alluded to earlier, knowing that this is a 
new concept altogether, we thought it would make sense that we 
pilot the project in Botswana first before we can scale it up to other 
countries, so that the lessons we can learn during the one year of 
the pilot phase can be used to shape the project and affectively 

replicate the results elsewhere. As SAFOD, we are happy to have 
partners like the University of Washington and AfriNEAD who will 
really provide technical support, including evaluation of results 
during this pilot phase.  
 
In addition, we are also glad to have a technology partner like 
Dimagi who have developed the technology system called 
CommCare that will be used in this project to collect and provide 
information about AT availability. CommCare is open source, and 
is designed for use in low-resource settings and is a flexible system 
that can be easily modified to meet the needs of different users. 
The nitty-gritty information about how this is going to be done will 
be fully explained during the presentations which I must not 
preempt. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my hope that you will all support the 
project because the results of the project are not only for SAFOD 
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and BOFOD. If you are an organization dealing with, for example, 
issues of environment, you will appreciate how this project can 
contribute towards the work that you are doing, as increased AT 
uptake will enhance affective participation of men and women in 
your work; so is the same scenario with organizations dealing with 
human rights, gender, entrepreneurship, health, education, just to 
mention a few examples. 
 
Let me also take this opportunity to acknowledge the support that 
we have received from BOFOD throughout the preparations of this 

event, as well as of the preparations of the project in general. AS 
some of you may be aware, the Botswana Federation of the 
Disabled is our official affiliate organization in Botswana. We can 
therefore not implement any project or activity as SAFOD without 
BOFOD. The commitment of BOFOD members and the officers has 
made this event possible, and I must really say thank you to all 
members present here. 
 
Finally, I must also acknowledge everyone present here for taking 
your precious time to participate in this launch, especially at very 
short notice. Yes, we should have done better to ensure that we 

send the invitations early, but other factors beyond our control 
made things difficult. That is why we do not take it for granted that 
you have left other important engagements and grace this 
occasion. 
  
To all of you, thank you for being here, welcome, and enjoy the 
Launch. 
 
God Bless You All! 
 


